(Clean copy of amended claims) 

1. (Four times ^ncnded) A snowboard for sliding over snow, comprising: 

an elongated slide board having a slide surface on a lower surface thereof; and 
an elongated step board defining a deck on an upper surface thereof, and attached to an 
upper surface of tire slide board via a connecting assembly made of substantially non- 
compressible and r&ativcly rigid material; and 

the connectirig assembly retaining the slide board and step board in a fixed, substantially 
parallel and spaced relationship in the immediate vicinity of the connecting assembly during use 
of the snowboard. 


2. (Amended) A snowbofcd according to claim 1, wherein the connecting assembly is provided 
in a substantially middle p&rt of the slide board. 


7. (Amended) A snowboard Wording to claim 1 ( wherein said eeanect ing ass embly - compH ses 
-a plurality of connecting menWrs formed of a substantially rigid material and fixed between the 
slide board and the step board.* 


9. (Thrice amended) A snowboaqi for sliding over snow, comprising: 

an elongated slide board haying a slide surface on a lower surface thereof; and 
an elongated step board defming a deck on an upper surface thereof, and attached to an 
upper surface of the slide board via a\ connecting assembly , made of substannally non- 
compressible and relatively rigid mateWl such that the .slide and step boar^remain in a fixed, 
substantially parallel and spaced relatidhship^in the immediate vicinity of the connecting 
assembly during use of the snowboard. 
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. (Amended) A snowboard according toVlaim wherein the connecting .aasemblymcludes-a- 
connecting member formed of relatively np^ material and extending between the slide board 
and t he step board. 
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VS. (Amended) A snowboard according to claim\& wherein the connecting assembly is 
provided in a substantially middle part of the slid&board. 


\ (Amended) A snowboard according to claim 1 , Vhcrcin the connecting assembly maintains 
a substantially Gxcd height during use of the snowboi 


1Q 


]& (Amended) A snovtboard according to claim 1, wherein thex ^nnn-ri n g ^aasernfaty includes at 
least two cecnectin g uignb efs-s paced laterally apart from each other. ■ 


18. (Twice amended) A smowboard for sliding over snow, comprising: 

an elongated slide koard having a slide surface on a lower surface thereof; 
an elongated step brard defining a deck on an upper surface thereof; and , 
a connecting assembly, made of substantially nonhcompressible material connecting the 

step board to an upper surfac* of the slioje board so as to substantially prohibit relative 

movement between the boaidsuiuiie imn^iate-vjdmtyof the connecting assembly during use 

of the snowboard. 

^(Amended) A snowboard for\liding over snow, comprising: 

an elongated slide board having a slide surface on a lower surface thereof; 

an elongated step board defimng a deck on an upper surface thereof, the step board being 

appreciably greater in both length an* width than the slide board; and 

a connecting assembly made Af substantially non-compressible material connecting the 

step board to an upper surface of the sll^e board to allow a substantially increased leverage for 

the user in controlling the slide board. 

(Amended) A snowboard according to Vlaim wherein the connecting assembly retains 
the slide board and step board in a fixed, substantially parallel and spaced relationship during 
use of the snowboard. 


K1 


New Claim 21 


\) A ^2i. (New) A snowboard according to claim 1 8, therein the connecting assembly is made of 


substantially non-compressible and relatively rigid material. 
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